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Introduction 
This document presents a sample of demographic and criminological information from publicly 
accessible data files.  In addition to presenting summaries of information contained in the files, 
links to official publications and datasets have been provided.  This summary is not intended to 
be a comprehensive listing of publicly accessible files.  Relevant data are available from a 
number of sources and can be accessed online and through other mechanisms. 
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Population:  762,327 
This section presents information on the demographic characteristics of the population in San 
Mateo County.  San Mateo County’s population figure comes from the California Department of 
Finance’s E-2: California County Population Estimates and Components of Change by  
Year — July 1, 2010–2015, December 2015 report 
(http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Estimates/E-2/2010-15/index.html).   
The information on the race/ethnicity and age composition of the San Mateo County’s 
population comes from the California Department of Finance’s E-3: State and County 
Population Projections by Race/Ethnicity, Sex, and Age 2010-2060, December 2014 report 
(http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Projections/). 
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Racial/Ethnic Composition of Population, 2015
San Mateo County

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
American Indian 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2%
Asian 24.9% 25.1% 25.2% 25.4% 25.6%
Black 2.6% 2.6% 2.6% 2.5% 2.5%
Hispanic 25.5% 25.5% 25.6% 25.8% 26.0%
Multi-Race 3.2% 3.3% 3.4% 3.4% 3.4%
Pacific Islander 1.5% 1.5% 1.5% 1.5% 1.5%
White 42.2% 41.9% 41.6% 41.2% 40.9%

Racial/Ethnic Composition of Population, 2011-2015
San Mateo County

Year
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Age Composition of Population, 2015
San Mateo County

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Under 10 12.6% 12.5% 12.4% 12.2% 12.0%
10 to 17 9.5% 9.4% 9.4% 9.5% 9.5%
18 to 25 8.9% 8.8% 8.8% 8.9% 9.0%
26 to 35 13.8% 13.6% 13.3% 13.0% 12.7%
36 to 45 14.9% 14.7% 14.5% 14.4% 14.3%
46 to 55 15.2% 15.1% 14.9% 14.8% 14.7%
56 to 65 12.3% 12.7% 12.8% 13.0% 13.1%
Over 65 12.9% 13.2% 13.8% 14.2% 14.6%

Age Composition of Population, 2011-2015
San Mateo County

Year
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Crimes 
This section presents information on the number and type of reported crimes in San Mateo 
County.  The information summarized in this section comes from the California Department of 
Justice’s 10 Year Crime and Clearance Data 2006-2015 file 
(https://openjustice.doj.ca.gov/data), and also appears in the annual Crime in California 
publication (https://oag.ca.gov/cjsc/pubs).  This section includes: charts and tables summarizing 
the eight major offense categories reported to the FBI. 
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Reported Property Crimes, 2015
San Mateo County

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Violent 1,576 1,764 1,776 1,561 1,707

Homicide 16 10 11 11 14
Rape 135 106 132 222 219
Robbery 492 508 502 487 538
Aggravated Assault 933 1,140 1,131 841 936

Property 14,015 14,433 14,751 14,186 15,548
Burglary 3,196 3,273 3,107 3,113 3,305
Motor Vehicle Theft 1,488 1,566 1,627 1,683 1,913
Larceny-Theft 9,331 9,594 10,017 9,390 10,330

Arson 88 84 109 79 78

Reported Crimes, 2011-2015
San Mateo County

Year
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Arrests 
This section presents information on the number of arrests made by reporting law enforcement 
agencies in San Mateo County.  The information reported in this section comes from the 
California Department of Justice’s 10 Year Arrest Data 2006-2015 file 
(https://openjustice.doj.ca.gov/data), and also appears in the annual Crime in California 
publication (https://oag.ca.gov/cjsc/pubs).  The information summarized in this section includes: 
the number of arrests for different types of offenses, the race/ethnicity of arrestees, and the 
ages of arrestees.  Two important caveats to keep in mind: the number of arrests represent the 
number of arrests made, not the number of individuals arrested (a person can be arrested more 
than one time), and the reported arrest offense is the most serious offense (the one with the 
most severe possible sanction). 
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Felony, Misdemeanor, and Status Offense Arrests,
2011-2015

San Mateo County

Felony Offenses Misdemeanor Offenses Status Offenses

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Total 16,853 17,086 17,450 17,412 18,207

Felony Offenses 5,129 5,274 5,319 5,310 3,815
Felony Violent Offenses 1,247 1,288 1,207 1,256 1,269
Felony Property Offenses 1,289 1,381 1,315 1,362 1,007
Felony Drug Offenses 1,637 1,573 1,857 1,704 465
Felony Sex Offenses 101 115 100 102 86
Other Felonies 855 917 840 886 988

Misdemeanor Offenses 11,287 11,507 11,813 11,857 14,251
Status Offenses 437 305 318 245 141

Year

Felony, Misdemeanor, and Status Offense Arrests, 2011-2015
San Mateo County
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Race/Ethnicity of Arrestees, 2015
San Mateo County

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
American Indian 27 37 46 38 28
Asian 853 833 810 796 832
Black 2,121 2,250 2,360 2,355 2,644
Hispanic 5,983 6,172 6,197 6,339 6,548
Other 908 878 909 880 952
Pacific Islander 1,278 1,172 1,208 1,234 1,291
White 5,683 5,744 5,920 5,770 5,912

Year

Race/Ethnicity of Arrestees, 2011-2015
San Mateo County
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Age of Arrestees, 2015
San Mateo County

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Under 10 5 1 3 3 1
10 to 17 2,132 1,896 1,551 1,477 1,152
18 to 25 4,653 4,613 4,651 4,695 4,823
26 to 35 4,087 4,274 4,563 4,608 5,192
36 to 45 2,739 2,805 2,881 2,944 3,141
46 to 55 2,320 2,424 2,546 2,465 2,576
56 to 65 755 903 1,052 975 1,111
Over 65 162 170 203 245 211

Year

Age of Arrestees, 2011-2015
San Mateo County
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Jails 
This section presents information on the jail inmate population in San Mateo County.  The 
information in this section comes from the Board of State and Community Corrections Jail 
Profile Survey – Online Querying (https://app.bscc.ca.gov/joq//jps/QuerySelection.asp), and also 
appears in the quarterly Jail Profile Survey report 
(http://www.bscc.ca.gov/s_fsojailprofilesurvey.php).  The information summarized in this section 
includes: the average daily population of jail inmates, the average daily population of male and 
female inmates, and the average daily population of unsentenced1 and sentenced inmates2 
(inmates who have been sentenced on all charges). 

 
  

                                                           
1 Unsentenced inmates are individuals who are in custody and are awaiting sentencing on one or more charges.  
This would include individuals who have just been booked into jail, those in custody awaiting court hearings, those 
in custody awaiting trial, those being held during trial, and those who have been tried and are awaiting sentencing. 
2 Sentenced inmates are individuals who have been tried and sentenced on all charges, and are awaiting transport 
to prison, or are serving some portion of their sentence in jail. 
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2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Total 978.8 982.3 1,048.0 1,029.1 850.6

Male 858.6 855.9 905.8 893.5 750.0
Female 120.2 126.4 142.2 135.6 100.6

Unsentenced 692.0 616.8 633.3 675.4 557.6
Sentenced 286.8 365.5 414.6 353.7 293.1

Average Daily Population of Jail Inmates, 2011-2015
San Mateo County

Year


